THE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON AGING

MONTHLY MEETING

	Monday, May 11, 2009
	Coastal Bend Council of Governments

	2:00 P.M.
	Area Agency on Aging of the Coastal Bend

	Large Conference Room
	2910 Leopard Street; Corpus Christi, TX


MINUTES

I. Call to Order. 

Chair Alaniz, Jr. called the meeting to order at 2:06 p.m.
II. Pledge of Allegiance.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Israel Mendiola.
III. Minutes of the April 13, 2009 Meeting. 

Chair Alaniz, Jr. motioned the approval of the minutes as presented.  
Motion to accept the minutes as presented was made – Regena Coley moved, Alicia Soliz seconded; motion passed without opposition.
IV. Chairman’s Report.


1.
Advisory Council Subcontractor Review – Explanation of services rendered and completed objectives for FY09 ~ Duval County Elderly Nutrition Program – Adriana Benavides.

Ms. Benavides referred the Council to Handout 1 and informed them that her report reflects services through 4-30-09, the percentage of contract period expired is 58% (not 50% as reported on the handout) and the actual total units provided are 16,630.  (Total units actually served through this period of time are also approximately 58% of units contracted; therefore services are right on track.)  She then proceeded to report on their Annual Valentine Coronation Fundraiser which raised a total of $27,455.16!  The top 3 winners were Concepcion who raised $7,500, San Diego raised $4.731 and Benavides raised $4,335.30.  The other centers raised the following:  Realitos raised $4,000, Freer raised $3,608 and San Jose raised $3,280.86.  Monies raised were divided as follows:  $2,745.52 went back to the candidates, $12,345.81 went to the Nutrition Program and another $12,345.81 went back to the centers.  In closing, Ms. Benavides informed the Council of the various activities the centers participated in, including a recent trip to Eagle Pass Casino with 44 seniors.
V. Special Report.


1.
The Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc. – Adan Alaniz, Jr., 2009 ACoA Chair.

Chair Alaniz, Jr. explained that the Knights Templar Eye Foundation was established in 1956 and is part of the York Rite of Freemasonry.  The Foundation is volunteer-based and Chair Alaniz volunteers his services as the local Chairman of the Foundation.  The Foundation’s mission is to provide assistance to those who face loss of sight due to the need for surgical treatment without regard to race, color, creed, age, sex, or national origin (provided they are unable to pay or receive adequate assistance from current government agencies or similar sources) and to provide funds for research in curing diseases of the eye.  Recipients must be U.S. citizens.  He added that he covers the same counties as the Area Agency on Aging.  He gets referrals from the TX Commission for the Blind and the TX Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services; individuals must have exhausted all resources from government and local agencies, as well as meet the income guideline (as indicated in the handout he provided).  Chair Alaniz, then moved to explain Veteran Benefits, such as the Non-Service Commitment Pension (Public Law 95-588) that a war time veteran may be eligible for as long as they served 90 days or more in which 1 day was served in actual war time (i.e., the Korean War or World War II).   The pension is designed to help veterans and/or spouse who are bedridden or in a nursing home and their monies are consumed for said care; the pension provides additional income.  For those veterans who were exposed to Acoustic Trauma (very loud noise from artillery, mortars, etc.) they can file a claim under Public Law 107-330 Section 103 to establish service connection for hearing loss including ringing of the ears.  This will enable them to obtain prosthetic equipment (provided the veteran has at least a 10% hearing loss).  In closing, Chair Alaniz encouraged the Council to inform any veterans to register with their local VA Clinic to get them in their system and to find out what benefits they may be entitled to; he even gave out his phone number for personal assistance.
VI. Staff Reports.


1. Closeout FY08 – Betty Lamb. 
 
Ms. Lamb informed the Council that after completing some final, newly created DADS procedures, Coastal Bend’s Closeout for FY08 was finally complete!  Statewide Closeout is still incomplete as they are waiting on 2 or 3 AAAs to successfully complete the closeout process.  After these reports are finalized, a expects a carryover award from funding that was left over from FY08; she anticipates the following for the Coastal Bend:  $5,479 in IIIB Support Services, $33,824 in Congregate Meals, $34,333 in Home Delivered Meals, $8,856 in Title IIID (Health Prevention) and $24,292 in Title IIIE (Family Caregiver Program) for a total of $106,584 which is below the 5% carryover threshold that is required.  Nutrition Services Incentive Program (NSIP) funds awarded late in the contract period totaling $91,719 will also be awarded back of Coastal Bend.  In closing, Ms. Lamb indicated that once CBCOG-AAA receives carryover award notices from DADS, allocation proposals for use of these funds will be brought before the Council.
2. Comments on Resource Testimony on Proposed Kinship Legislation HB1940/SB1598 & Leeza’s Place – Felipa Wilmot.
Ms. Wilmot informed the Council that she participates in a monthly teleconference with TX Kin Care Taskforce which is facilitated by Bruce Bowers of TX Legal Service in Austin.  In the past year they have been working on draft legislation relating to a Power of Attorney to be given to a caregiver of a minor child.  She was invited to serve as a resource witness before the House of Representatives and before the Senate as well.  The bill initially went in as a Caregiver for Power of Attorney to Caregiver of a Minor Child and after many changes it evolved into an Authorization Agreement (which basically reads the same) and include grandparents, great-grandparents, aunts, uncles and older siblings.  The revised bill eliminates court and/or legal fees by allowing the parent(s) of the minor to sign over legal authority to the grandparent (or other relatives acting as caregivers for the minor child); the authority will list exactly what authority the parents are signing over.  The bill has to go through the House of Representatives again and she indicated it has a very good chance to pass.  She then discussed the opening of Leeza’s Place, which is the brainchild of Leeza Gibbons, talk-show host and co-founder of Leeza Gibbons Memory Foundation.  Ms. Gibbon’s mother and grandmother were both touched by Alzheimer’s disease.  Leeza’s Place is designed to train caregivers, give them guidance and other support to be successful caregivers to their loved ones.  The core mission of the center is to “Educate, Empower and Energize”.  They were able to meet Leeza Gibbons and her co-founder Dr. Jamie Hyman, (a psychologist and radio talk show personality who helped guide Leeza during her caregiving years with her grandmother and mother), and she invited Dr. Hyman to speak at the Friends and Family Festival scheduled for August 28th.  In closing, Ms. Wilmot indicated that local partners including AAA have had preliminary discussions with WellMed Foundation, a non-profit program under Physicians Health Choice, about opening up a Leeza’s Place in Corpus Christi.  
3. FY09 Update on AAA Information, Referral & Assistance – Delia Garcia.
Ms. Garcia informed the Council that the IR&A Staff consist of Pat Eline, Stephanie Salinas and Edita Fuentes.  Currently, data is stored into IRIS (Information Referral Information System) software, giving IR&A Staff ability to look into the data system to determine any past history of the caller and calls to AAA.  The data history helps with not duplicating the same info and having to ask repeated questions to the caller.  Ms. Garcia is hoping to transfer the data software system to Harmony, which is compatible with our current software system, SAMS.  From October 2008 to April 2009, a total of 844 unduplicated calls were received, providing 3,472 contacts and averaging 4 contacts per caller.  Contacts relate to the total number of needs the caller had and the number of follow up calls made.  In closing, Ms. Garcia shared that from the IRIS report, she can determine that repeat callers are comfortable in calling back, indicating courteous, professional service from the IR&A Staff.
VII. Committee Report(s).

1. TSHL/Advocacy Committee Report – Billie Erwin & Roel Rodriguez, Comm Co-Chairs. 
 
Ms. Erwin informed the Council that the TSHL/Advocacy Committee met and discussed the bills that were passed and status of other proposed bills; copies of bill status and tracking information were available.  In closing, Ms. Erwin reminded the Council that she will be attending a TSHL meeting in Austin the week of June 1st.
VIII. Action Item.


1. Approval of 2009-2010 AAA State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP) Grant Application – Betty Lamb. 
  
Ms. Lamb referred the Council to Attachment A of the Agenda and explained that the AAA has received the SHIP Grant award for over 5 years now.  The award initially started out as a small grant award of $12,000 to $14,000 and has grown to pay one FTE (full-time equivalent employee).  This federal funding comes from the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), but is passed through the Texas Department of Aging and Disability Services (DADS).  The basic award amount requested is $57,127 which will support AAA Legal Assistance and Legal Awareness.  This year, funds are budgeted in Legal Assistance totaling $38,246 and Legal Awareness totaling $18,881. Legal Assistance involves public benefits (peer) counseling provided by the 3 Certified Benefits Counselor II and 1 Certified Benefits Counselor I.  Benefits Counselor Stephanie Salinas spends approximately 80% of her time with consultations and face-to-face appointments and is backed up by Heidi Janicke, Delia Garcia & Felipa Wilmot.  Furthermore, the AAA also contract Legal Assistance with the City of Corpus Christi, (all 8 Center Directors are Certified Benefits Counselors) as well as 2 Certified Benefits Counselors in Kleberg County.  The Legal Assistance focuses on public benefits - Medicare, Medicare Advantage Plans, Medicare Part D Prescription Plans, offering plan comparisons and often addressing enrollment issues.  In closing, Ms. Lamb explained that Legal Awareness focuses on public education through group presentations while Legal Assistance is one-on-one peer counseling provided by the Certified Benefits Counselors.
Motion to accept the $57,127 State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP) Grant Award (budgeting $38,246 under Legal Assistance and budgeting $18,881 under Legal Awareness) was made – Alan Bligh moved, Billie Erwin seconded; motion passed without opposition.

IX. New Business.

1) None Presented. 
X. Announcements.


1) Council Member Alan Bligh’s (Better Business Bureau) shared the “Scam-of-the-Month” as  follows: 

a) Economic Stimulus Refund ~ various scams for people to provide personal information 
b) Car Warranties ~ urged Council to report ALL illegal solicitation through cell phone use 
c) Prize Notification ~ a fee is required to claim ‘so-called’ prize
d) 4-1-1 for cell phone users ~ consumers who wish to be listed have to request to be listed

e) Do-Not-Call-List ~ Federal Do-Not-Call-List is www.donotcall.gov Toll Free #1-888-382-1222; within the State of Texas go to www.texasnocall.com Toll Free #1-866-896-6225; to stop credit report agencies from sending credit card applications, call #1-888-567-8688; for free annual credit reports go to www.annualcreditreport.com. 
f) He then thanked the Council who attended the Security ID Day held on Sat, April 18th at the KIII Station from 9am to 1pm.
2) Ms. Lamb announced the following ~

a) City of Corpus Christi – Senior Community Services will provide the next Sub-Contractor/Vendor Review Report for June’s ACoA Meeting scheduled for June 8th. 
b) May Birthday Greetings to ~ Mary Lou George (May 7th), Judy Telge (May 26th) and Hector Benavidez (date unknown).
3) Council Member Judy Telge introduced Judy LaVerde a volunteer from AmeriCorp who is stationed to volunteer at the Center for Independent Living.  Ms. Telge also informed the Council that the Regional Transportation Agency (RTA) is looking for new board members from Nueces County, Robstown, Ague Dulcet, Gregory and/or Port Aransas to fill vacancies on the RTA Board.  
XI. Adjournment.
Chair Alaniz, Jr. adjourned the meeting at 3:45 p.m.
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