THE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON AGING

MONTHLY MEETING

	Monday, March 9, 2009
	Coastal Bend Council of Governments

	2:00 P.M.
	Area Agency on Aging of the Coastal bend

	Large Conference Room
	2910 Leopard Street; Corpus Christi, TX


MINUTES

I. Call to Order. 

Chair Alaniz, Jr. called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m.
II. Pledge of Allegiance.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Victor Pinon, Jr..
III. Minutes of the January 12, 2009 Meeting. 

Chair Alaniz, Jr. motioned the approval of the minutes as presented.  
Motion to accept the minutes as presented was made – Regena Coley moved, Victor Pinon, Jr. seconded; motion passed without opposition.
IV. Chairman’s Report.


1.
Special Recognition – Chair Alaniz and Betty Lamb.

Chair Alaniz informed the Council that on March 8, 2009 the Corpus Christi Caller Times ran an article that recognized the Texas Silver Haired Legislators and that State Representative Abel Hererro endorsed a Resolution of Recognition to local TSHL Representative Billie Erwin, for her notably distinctive services as a member of the Executive and Election Credentials Committee, as well as serving as the Vice-Chairwoman of the Retirement and Aging Committee.  
2.
Advisory Council Subcontractor Review – Explanation of services rendered and completed objectives for FY08 ~ Bee Community Action Agency – Karen Hadden.

Ms. Hadden, the Nutrition Director of Bee Community Action Agency in Beeville, referred the Council to Handout 1 and explained they have not met any of their objectives as indicated.  However, through marketing efforts, they hope to change all that.  Ms. Hadden explained her agency is in local competition with 3 Adult Day Centers which is actually a large number in comparison to a small community such as Beeville.  She also added that there is a second nutrition center in Pettus which is 15 miles north of Beeville and is entirely run by volunteers.  The center in Beeville serves approximately 30 meals a day, while the center in Pettus serves approximately 10 meals a day.  Their biggest program is the home delivered meals; which consist of Title III Funds, Title XX and CBA.  Ms. Hadden was happy to announce they were approved for the Texas Agriculture Grant and was awarded $7,980.00 on February 1st.  In celebration of Older Americans Month in May, they partnered with First United Methodist Church in organizing an open enrollment event that will feature a Fashion and Talent Show as well as a Health Fair.  
V. Special Report.


1.
Texas Department of Aging and Disability Services, Region 11, Regulatory Services Division – Deborah Gagnon, RN BC, Provider/Surveyor Nurse Liaison.

Ms. Gagnon introduced her supervisor, Jim Anderson, Regional Director for DADS Regulatory Services who provided an overview of their services.  Mr. Anderson referred the Council to the organizational chart for the Regulatory Services Division that provides the breakdown of the various units within the 2 main offices in San Benito and Corpus Christi.   He proceeded to explain that their main function is to regulate long term care facilities to ensure they are in compliance with Federal and State laws.  There are 2 additional units that fall under the Regulatory Services Division which are Licensing and Credentialing who are housed in the State Office.  They basically help facilities with the application and renewal process for licensures while the Enforcement Division is responsible for any enforcement action.  In conclusion, Ms. Gagnon reviewed a 2nd handout that provides useful website tools, toll free numbers and publications utilized by DADS.
VI. Staff Reports.


1. Update on FY09 Funding, FY08 Closeout and Area Plan 2008-2010 Progress Report – Betty Lamb. 
 
Ms. Lamb informed the Council that one half of the FY09 funding has come in, with funding slowly trickling in as Congress has not yet approved the FY09 Budget.  Because of “level funding awards” issued by DADS on a monthly basis in the interim period (until the FY09 Federal Budget is passed), AAA has been able to issue Notice of Funds Awarded (NFA’s) to sub-contractors, covering operations for the first six months of FY09.  In regards to Stimulus Funding, there will be some funding designated for the meals program; nationally, approximately 65 million is designated for a two year period for congregate meals and 35 million for home delivered meals.  There has been a delay on DADS end in regards to the FY08 Closeout but expects this matter to wrap up shortly.  In closing, Ms. Lamb informed the Council that the AAA Department just completed an extensive FY08 Area Plan Progress Report relating to the 2008-2010 Area Plan.  The Area Plan Progress Report addressed how the AAA documented compliance the assurances of the Older American’s Act (OAA); it also addressed the ‘adequate proportion’ requirements for several services.  Much of the focus of the report was on how AAA documented meeting the needs of OAA targeted populations.  With that said, Ms. Lamb read off some statistics in serving targeted populations; she also provided statistical data on ACoA member demographics.  
2. Legal Awareness Presentations and Medicare Update – Stephanie Salinas.
Ms. Salinas distributed supplemental handouts to the Council then proceeded to explain her role as a Benefits Counselor.  She informed the Council that since February, she has been conducting presentations in the rural areas and informing the community about Medicare updates, how to get medication during the plan’s transition policy, how to get extra help available from Social Security for Medicare Approved Plans, Medicaid, QMB, SLMB, QI1, Medicare Savings Program, Medicare Advantage Plans, filing complaints relating to marketing fraud against providers as well as the $250 one-time Stimulus payment.  In closing, Ms. Salinas asked the Council to pick up a Consumer Report Magazine on free medications available.
VII. Committee Report(s).

1.
TSHL/Advocacy Committee Report – Roel Rodriguez/Billie Erwin, Comm. Co-Chairs.   
Ms. Erwin informed the Council that the Corpus Christi Caller Times is publishing a list of proposed bills to be voted upon; she strongly urged the Council to write and/or call Representatives to let them know you want (or don’t want) a certain bill passed.  In closing, Ms. Erwin stated there will be some upcoming changes to the TSHL.  
2. Membership Committee Report. 
 
Chair Alaniz provided the Membership Committee Report, informing the Council that the committee interviewed the following proposed Council Members:  

Sister Margaret Mannion, Mission Services Coordinator with Christus Spohn Health System.
Jennifer Catalani, Resource & External Relations Specialist with the Adult Protective Services.
Marta Sotomayor, an active advocate for aging issues and very active in many related organizations. 
Richard Alonzo, licensed social worker and now Executive Director of Cosmos Hospice.
Albert Gutierrez, retired TDHS social worker and long-time active volunteer with the Boy Scouts of America and many other local organizations.
VIII. Action Item.


1. Endorsement of new ACoA Members – Chair Alaniz. 
  
At the unanimous consensus of the Membership Committee, Chair Alaniz urged the approval of ACoA Membership of Sister Margaret Mannion, Jennifer Catalani, Marta Sotomayor, Richard Alonzo and Albert Gutierrez.  He then asked a motion for said membership.
Motion to accept the ACoA Membership of Sister Margaret Mannion, Jennifer Catalani, Marta Sotomayor, Richard Alonzo and Albert Gutierrez was made – Billie Erwin moved, Regena Coley seconded; motion passed without opposition.

IX. New Business.

1) None Presented. 
X. Announcements.


1) Council Member Alan Bligh’s (Better Business Bureau) shared his “Scam-of-the-Month” as  follows: 

a) Money Scam to collect millions won by mailing $500 check to Kingston, Jamaica

b) Potential $250 Stimulus Scam by callers getting personal information

c) Foreclosure Scams (accessed by public records) 

d) Warranty Scams

2) Ms. Lamb announced the following ~

a) “Happy Birthday” to the following March Celebrants:  Elinor Pape (March 11th) and Oscar Soliz (March 8th).
b) Texas Rio Grande Legal Aid will provide the next Sub-Contractor/Vendor Review Report for April’s ACoA Meeting. 
3) New Council Member Jennifer Catalani announced the following ~ 
a) Nueces County Community Initiatives Council (Advisory Board for Adult Protective Services) will hold their Elder Abuse/Senior Professional Symposium on May 15th (to coincide with Elder Abuse Month in May) at the First United Methodist Church.

b) Annual Golf Tournament will be held on April 17th at Kings Crossing.

4) Felipa Wilmot encouraged Council Members to participate in the “Walk Across Texas!” and referred to the handout for additional information. 
XI. Adjournment.
Chair Alaniz, Jr. adjourned the meeting at 3:36 p.m.
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